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INTRODUCTION 


To the Descendants of the union of Abel Edwards and Polly Potts the Edwards Bible is the most 
important research tool that we have. The hand written genealogical information written on 4 pages 
within this Family Bible is considered by some Edwards's researchers not to be trusted, falsified and in 
some cases erased to suit the needs of the owner of this bible. On the other side of the coin as an Abel 
Edwards and Polly Potts researcher for many ycars I consider this thc most important tool of our rescarch 
as descendants. 


The researchers that consider this a falsified document believe this because of the Edwards 
Fortune' fiasco of the late 1800's to early 1900's when many Edwards descendants of many lines 
throughout the country were trying to have a stake in the Millions of dollars that many believed were to 
be had in Manhattan New York. Anyone can read about this Edwards Fortune situation on the internet 
and magazines and books. This however has nothing to do with the Edwards Bible and the very old 
entries within the four pages of this historical Bible. 


The entries of the Bible that were written in ink are very old and cannot be discounted as to their 
age in my opinion. For the entries to be incorrect and falsified the dates of birth of the children of Abel 
and Polly Edwards and the grandchildren names and dates of birth would be incorrect. I can say that I 
have checked these dates to actual documented sources within the states where these descendants 
migrated to and a very high percentage of these descendants have the very same dates of birth when 
compared to the Edwards Bible. This in my opinion could not be so, with the informer upon the death 
more than likely not at all being aware of the Edwards Bible in North Carolina, nor would they be aware 
of the person who made these entries. 


I have written many times over the years concerning this Edwards Bible. My correspondence 
concerning this bible with other researchers has been positive, and sometimes very negative. If you 
believe this Edwards Bible to be a documented source of genealogical evidence or you believe the 
Edwards Bible to be a falsified document it is up to you to decide. 


As an Abel Edwards and Polly Potts researcher of many years I can say that I believe the older 


entries to be exactly what they appear to be, written by the same hand with the same hand strokes with the 
same old ink. And I consider it a Secondary Source of genealogical history for my Edwards family. 


Johnny J. Edwards 


5" Great Grandson to 
Abel Edwards and Polly Potts 
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CRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF OWNERSHIP 
OF THE 
EDWARDS / TILSON BIBLE 


AMANDA EDWARDS -M- ABRAHAM E. TILSON 
THOMAS JEFFERSON TILSON -M- ATLAS CARTER 
ROBERT YATES TILSON 


TOMMY TILSON 


Abel Edwards and Polly Potts are the progenitors of this Edwards line”, and they were my 5th 
great grandparents. Abel Edwards and family can be found in Virginia pre-1776 and migrated to what is 
now Sullivan County Tennessee (ca.) 1780. 

As the story goes Amanda Edwards Tilson was the first person to own the Edwards Bible and it is 
believed that Amanda Edwards Tilson was the person who wrote the entries in the Edwards Bible. 
Amanda Edwards Tilson gave the bible to her son Thomas Jefferson Tilson, which in turn gave the bible 
to his son Robert Yates Tilson, which in turn gave the Edwards Bible to his son Tommy Tilson. Tommy 
Tilson is the person who gave the bible to the Mars Hill College, Mars Hill North Carolina.” 

Most people don't know that Amanda Edwards Tilson's brother William Erwin Nave Edwards 
gave the land which the Mars Hill College stands on today. William Ervin Nave Edwards land and home 
was on the same land as the college. 

At this time I can't recall who donated the money to repair the bible which is now in the 
possession of Mars Hill College. I believe it to be a man by the name of Owen Edwards, cousin to the 
Tilson's. 

The bible today is repaired to the extent that can be done considering its age. Much money was 
spent to repair the aging bible and it is now in the Appalachian Room in the above mentioned college 
under glass for its protection. 


The photographs of the bible pages are copyrighted and cannot be re-produced unless permission is given 
by the Mars Hill College, Mars Hill N.C. 


Written by, 

Johnny J. Edwards 

5th great grandson to 

Abel Edwards and Polly Potts 
1996 


* Edwards Bible. Deed Records Sullivan County Tennessee. Son Joshua Edwards b.1781 Memorial. Son Arthur 
Edwards b.1786 1850 census. Family Records. 
* Letter written to me from Seth Lippard cousin to Tommy Tilson. (Edwards 298 & 360) 
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EDWARDS FAMILY BIBLE 
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POLLY POTE JANUARY 20TH 1764 


1. Joe EDWARDS FLT 12, 1772 
2. ‘THOMAS EAS SEPT 31. 1774 
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PAGE SETH i 
BIRTH? i ALTRI 


ABEL PIMARTH a ELILABFTH RAMTON 
WAS MARRIED SEPT 18 1004 


OWEN EDMAN a MARTEA SAMI 
MAE MARRIED 


MILET EDWARDS MAS BORE DEC È 1807 FOLLY EDWARDS WAS BORN AUG 15 1823 


ARTMOR EDWARDS MAS BORE SEPT 27 Ill WILLIAM EZMARDS KAJ BOEN OCT 7 2504 


MA ab MAS BORE AUS 23 1013 CYNTHIA Feats BONN MOG 13 1804 


JO EDMARDS BORN IAN j9 DELE ELILA EDWANDS WAS SORN MAA Zi 1010 


WASNINCTON EDWARDS BORK MAT ZÉ ZELE ARTIMACIA EDWARDS BONN OCT 27 MI 


JOER EIMARDS BORN APR | lidi ALTOS BORN JUNE LB 1013 
RACHEL EDWARDS JAN Í 1815 
A. TILSON KAT BONE IN TWE TEAM CF 
cum LORD IANTAWT THE LA ijë 
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BORE AFRIL Í ¿614 
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WAS MARBÏTD FFA jé 1001 


SAMUEL TOMARES MAS DORE NOW iZ 180] A EDNARDO MAS Sen AFR Jó 1600 
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ABEL ECMARDS WAS BORM MAT 10 1809 JO COMARES HAS BORN FEB 7 1812 


POLLY EDWARDS MAS BORM FUNE 11 2811 WILLIAM EZMAADSR MAR BOAN JA DO iili 


MATILDA EDWARDS MAS BORN OCT 7 1817 THOMAS ECHAMCS MAS BORN FEB 22 1014 
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ISAAC EDWARDS WAI BON MAY 28 1827 
TH lajè 
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FAMILT RECORD 
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